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Continental Europe not only to make provision for the study of
English literature, but to make a knowledge of it compulsory even
for science courses. Sometimes two modern languages other than
the mother-tongue are taught; the English learning French and
German, the Germans learning French and English, and the French
learning English and German. The study of modern languages and
literature is a regular feature in these places of learning. But the
learning of modern foreign languages is not referred to as "Wes-
tern" education; the German student is not said to be receiving a
"Western" education when he learns English, though England is
to the west of Germany. He is just learning a foreign modern lan-
guage. The Japanese learn Chinese literature as well as literature in
modern European languages.

It is hardly necessary to dwell on the advantages of learning other
literatures than one's own, nor recapitulate at any length Sir Charles
Trevelyan's parallels from the history of learning in Europe with
which he supported the introduction of the English language and
literature in India. After laying down the general proposition that
"The instances in which nations have worked their way to a high
degree of civilization from domestic resources only are extremely
rare, compared with those in which the impulse has been communi-
cated from without, and has been supported by the extensive study
and imitation of the literature of foreign countries" (Trevelyan,
On the Education of the People of India, p. 36), he gives the examples
of the Romans cultivating Greek literature, the Poles and Hun-
garians learning Latin, the Arabs learning Greek, the English learn-
ing Latin, Greek, French, Spanish and Italian literatures.